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2. Textural 


elegance, modular simplicity, sophisticated wall 
less imagination and creativeness directs. Spe- 
cial shapes, other than those shown, are available 


designs all go together as the architect's limit- 
on order. 


One Profile 
with many faces... 
Few building materials present themselves in 
such a Crisp, diversified and contemporary man- 
ner as Plasticrete’s Profile Split Striated, Con- 


crete Masonry Units, Series PSR 


General Contractors: Frank Mercede & Sons, Inc. 


Low-Heywood School — Stamford, Conn. 
Architects: The SMS Partnership, A.LA. 


plasticrete corporation 


1883 DIXWELL AVENUE, HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 06514 + TELEPHONE 288-1641 
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Quality i ina Heat and Smoke Vent 
is Important All the Time 


Installation of automatic heat and 
smoke vents on large single-story 
buildings is vitally important 


insurance against catastrophic loss. 


Prompt venting, vertically through 
the roof, confines the fire and 
removes smoke for safer, more 
effective fire fighting. It’s an 
“invisible fire wall” at a fraction 
of the cost. 

There’s no question of the 
importance of quality when the 
emergency occurs. It’s well to 
specify a vent that’s been tested 
and approved by respected 
independent organizations. One 
that is designed to spring open 
instantaneously when heat breaks 
the fusible link. One that will open 
against a snow load of ten pounds 
per square foot and stay securely 
closed when subjected to wind 
uplift pressures of thirty pounds per 
square foot. 

But the experience and reliability 


See us in SWEETS, or write for catalog 
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of the manufacturer are important 
considerations, too. Quality is 
important all the time. Vents are 
installed over vital work areas, 
valuable merchandise, costly 
machines and tools. They should be 
fully insulated, gasketed, and 
ruggedly built for long service and 
minimum maintenance. BILCO 
builds such a vent. We back it with 
our reputation as the leading 
manufacturer of horizontal doors. 
We offer it as the soundest possible 
value for the protection of lives and 
property. 

Write for complete information 
and a free copy of the National Fire 
Protection Association booklet 


“Guide to Smoke and Heat Venting.” 


Tested and Approved Listed 


Underwriters 


Factory Mutual Research 
Corp. Laboratories, Inc. 


How Bilco heat and 
smoke vents work 


stream reach — p= 
Unvented building: firefighters are unable 
to enter building to locate seat of fire and 
bring it under control. 


Vented building: firefighters promptly locate 
fire source and attack it from above or 
below 


AUTOMATIC HEAT 


AND SMOKE VENTS 


The BILCO Company, Dept. A311, New Haven, Conn. 06505 


“Don't worry about the 
remodeling estimate, dear. 


The First will 
take care of it with a 


313 


Home Improvement Loan. 


With building costs spiraling upward, a remodeling job for 
you or a client can knock anyone for a loop 
when you see the estimate. 


But the First New Haven can gallop to the rescue with a 
loan which provides the cash now — before 

the cost climbs even further. 

Call or visit the Home Improvement counselor at any 
of our many offices. 


T ETE 


FIRST 


NEW HAVEN 
NATIONAL BANK 


MEMBER: FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM + FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


MAIN OFFICE: One Church Street, New Haven, Connecticut 
OTHER OFFICES IN: New Haven (7), Hamden, East Haven, 
West Haven, Allingtown, Milford (2), Devon, Branford (2), 

Orange, Guilford, Derby and Wallingford. 


The Publisher’s 
Uneasy Chair 

We are particularly uneasy 
this month, The uneasiness 
stems from a high honor our 
magazine — and Connecticut 
architects — received. Connecti- 
cut Architect, in competition 
with other chapter-sponsored 
magazines under the general 
aegis of The American Institute 
of Architects, was judged best 
in the nation. Wow! Think 
how much harder we will have 
to strive in the future to live 
up to this billing! 

The story of this honor ap- 
pears on page seventeen with a 
reproduction of the honor award 
certificate which will hang in 
the CSA office at 152 Temple 
Street, New Haven. 

Also, we have another Bob 
Mutrux piece which goes right 
to the heart of building build- 
ings, and a story about two 
Connecticut architects, Charles 
W. Moore and John Fowler, 
who won top honors in the New 
England Regional Council AIA 
honor awards program. Two 
articles discuss the environment 


and conservation — top subjects 
on anyone's reading list — and 
action list. 


A new approach to factory 
design is discussed at length and 
emphasizes the constructive rap- 
port between architect and en- 
gineer on the one hand, and the 
client on the other. And the 
newest member of our editorial 
board has contributed an in- 
teresting viewpoint on Connect- 
icut’s capitol in Hartford. 

A recent article in Saturday 
Review commented that Paul 
Rudolph, erstwhile Connecticut- 
based architect, has progressed 
from “his almost quixotic, pon- 
derous sculptures, such as the 
Yale Art and Architecture Build- 
ing, (which) were only an ex- 
ploratory detour in his career.” 
It goes on to say that his recent 
buildings “address themselves 
clearly, yet almost eloquently, 
to their social purpose.” The 
article further says that Paul 
Rudolph, Kevin Roche (another 
Connecticut architect), and 
Philip Johnson are the new 
leaders in architecture who are 
humanizing the cities. In our 
opinion, they have a lot of com- 
pany as architects pitch into the 
Brobdingnagian task ahead. [] 
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Who built the world’s great 
monuments? Who was responsible 
for the erection of the Parthenon 
in Athens, the Colosseum in Rome, 
the Cathedral at Chartres, the 
Petit Trianon at Versailles, and the 
George Washington Bridge in New 
York? If you can name the man 
directly responsible for any of 
these or, for that matter, for any 
building prior to 1950, you de- 
serve, at the very least, a guest 
spot on the David Frost show. 


Im not asking for the name of 
the architect. To my knowledge no 
architect ever actually built a 
structure of any consequence since 
he stopped calling himself a 
“maitre d’oeuvre” in the thirteenth 
century, and it is highly debatable 
whether he was actually in full 
charge before that date. 


Certainly the architect, under 
various titles, “designed” struc- 
tures of every imaginable type 


he decided that the cave 
somehow cramped his style, and 
he made sure, as often as possible, 
that his name appeared on the 
commemorative bronze plaque or 
at least somewhere in the dedica- 
tion brochure. 


since 


But “designing” and “building” 
are two vastly different vocations. 
The flight of architectural fancy 
that emanates from the designer's 
creative brow winds up, in varying 
degrees of development, on a 
sheet of paper, and the toughest 
part of his job, carried on, by the 
way, under optimum lighting and 
air-conditioning, is completed. 


From then on someone else 
takes over. Another man, who 
throughout history has been name- 
less, works his daily way through 
a sea of mud, a forest of material, 
and a maze of scaffolding to direct 
a melee of unrelated personalities 
until the structure is completed, 
cleaned, and dedicated . . . . with 
seldom more than token visits 
from the architect. 


I don’t mean to denigrate the 
oldest of the professions. I propose, 
rather, to bring to light the yawn- 
ing chasm between the concept, 
the dream, and the concrete reali- 
zation. This is particularly impor- 
tant today when more and more 
structures will attain reality only 
through the full cooperation of a 
“team”, or to use a more fashion- 


able term, a “consortium.” Above 
all, I would like to point out that, 
since the ‘team’ has always been 
present in some form or another, 
it seems about time for all of its 
members to receive full rating. 

The Grand Vizier Imenhotep 
was the architect for the famous 
stepped pyramid at Sakkara and 
legend has it that he finally became 
a God. But do you think for one 
moment that he did it by supervis- 
ing the delivery, shaping, and 
final setting of all those blocks of 
granite? In the blazing Egyptian 
sun? 

Ictinus and Callicrates, accord- 
ing to Pausanius, designed the 
Parthenon, and most likely it was 
they who established the upward 
curve of the stylobate; the spacing, 
proportion, and the lean of the 
columns; and even the selection of 
the marble. But the organization 
of an army of workmen and sev- 
eral acres of uncut stone, a prob- 
lem rivaling the logistic imponder- 
ables and unpredictables of a mili- 
tary campaign, all with a goal no 
more clear than a distant gleam in 
Pericles’ eye, was relegated to 
someone else. Who arranged to 
quarry the marble, to assemble the 
carts or the stone-boats, to trans- 
port it with what ropes, and what 


oxen . . . and on what roads? 
Please turn to page 20 
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CONNECTICUT HONOR AWARD WINNERS 


Connecticut architects won two 
awards for their work in the honors 
program of the New England Re- 
gional Council of the American In- 
stitute of Architects. Moore, Turn- 
bull of Essex won an honor for the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Klotz in Westerly, Rhode Island, 
and John Fowler of New Haven 
was cited for his design of a sum- 
mer home of Dr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Klema in Seal Harbor, Maine. 


The two architects were among 
twelve from New England whose 
works were selected for honor 
awards from 137 entries. 


The year-round house which 
won an award for Charles Moore, 
AIA, was designed for a family of 
six. It is built on a high ridge ot 
land which is bounded on the west 
by the Pawcatuck River and on the 
east by the Atlantic Ocean. Views 
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from the house include the river, 
Fishers Island, Block Island, Long 
Island Sound, and Montauk Point. 


The house was designed in the 
tradition of New England summer 
houses such as those found in near- 
by Watch Hill. The land around 
the house is rocky and covered 
with beach plum, bull briars, and 
low trees. There is a constant 
breeze which keeps the house com- 
fortable in the hottest weather. 
Window arrangements in the 
house were designed to take ad- 
vantage of this breeze, warmth 
from the winter sun which pene- 
trates deeply into the house, and 
the views which are kept special 
by avoiding large expanses of 
glass. 


The plan of the house is bas- 
ically a square which has been 
modified by the addition of octag- 


onal bays and extensions. Within 
the square are two octagonal 
spaces which extend vertically 
from the first floor to the roof. 
These separate the living room 
and the master bedroom, which 
are in the southwest corner, from 
other spaces in the house. 


The fireplace was constructed of 
weathered Westerly granite ob- 
tained from scrap yards in the 
area. 


The first floor of the house con- 
tains a kitchen-family room, dining 
room, entry hall, and living room 
with built-in furniture covered with 
the same carpeting as the floor. 

Exterior siding is rough cut cy- 
press vertical boards. Interior walls 
are the smooth side of cypress 
boards. The structure consists of 
conventional stud walls supporting 
heavy beams which in turn sup- 


Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Klotz, Westerly, Rhode Island; Charles W. Moore, FAIA Architect. 


Mr. Moore's design takes maximum advantage 


port two-inch fir decking for floors 
and roof. The exterior siding is 
treated with pigmented bleach 
which gives it a soft light gray 
color. The interior cypress is con- 
trasted with bright painted graph- 
ics, bright fabrics, and deep blue 
carpet on the upper levels. 

The adjoining garage contains 
space for two cars, storage, and a 
small apartment above. There is a 
full basement under the house 
which has a total floor area of ap- 
proximately 5200 square feet. 

Architect John Fowlers award 
winner is situated on a six-acre 
site which is long and narrow. It 
consists of heavily wooded land, 
generally level, but rising to an 
expansive ledge some forty feet 
above sea level. It overlooks the 
Cranberry Islands and the Atlan- 
tic Ocean to the southeast. The 
transition from ledge to sea level 
is abrupt, and the native granite 
is split into large cubic forms. 


The program called for a home 
to accommodate the owner and his 
wife and their two children, a boy 
and girl aged twelve and ten. The 
house was to be available year- 
round, but would be used mainly 
during the summer. 

The living and dining functions 
were combined into one space 
with the kitchen as an appendage. 
The master bedroom was placed 
on the same level and removed 
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of site and view. 


Summer home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Klema, Seal Harbor, Maine; 
Fowler, AIA Architect. 


Ernest 
John 


from the living area, effectively 
making the house a one level solu- 
tion for the parents. 


A study for the use of the hus- 
band and wife would also serve as 
a guest room, and was to be away 
from both the living area and the 
children who were to have their 
own floor complete with a recrea- 
tion room, Their suite was to be 
removed from the living area and 
to have direct access to the outside, 
away from the sea. 

The house was placed at a right 
angle to the ledge instead of par- 
allel to it, to achieve greater im- 
mediacy with the ocean. The 
“pier” principle enables the chil- 
dren’s suite to be located beneath 
the main living floor and to be 
entered from grade. The children 
also gained sheltered play space 
under the master bedroom. 
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All rooms were oriented to give 
maximum exposure to the magnifi- 
cent views on three sides of the 
site. 


The timber framed structure is 
faced with cedar clapboard both 
inside and out. The fireplaces are 
grouped vertically to form a stone 
buttress to structurally compen- 
sate for the large glass surfaces. 
The solid walls of the house are de- 
veloped as membranes, and it is 
supported off the ledge by cedar 
posts with a minimum amount of 
cross bracing. Heating is provided 
by convected warm air to each of 
the fireplaces. 


An entrance gate reflecting the 
character of the house consists of a 
laminated reciprocating beam, eigh- 
teen inches deep, with the house 
name carved into the face, in the 
tradition of a ship’s transom piece. 
All the exposed ends of the mem- 
bers are lacquered in blue, and the 
ends of the moving beam are lac- 
quered in red. 


Other out of state winners of 
honor awards in the 1970 program 
of New England Regional Council 
of The American Institute of Archi- 
tects were The Architects Collabo- 
rative, Inc., Architects, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, for The Children’s 
Inn and Children’s Hospital Medi- 
cal Center, Boston; Shepley Bul- 
finch Richardson & Abbott, Archi- 
tects, Boston, for the Freeman- 
Cook-Hamlin Student Societies 
Buildings at Middlebury College, 
Middlebury, Vermont; and the 
same architects for their Brown 
University Graduate Center in 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

Also Desmond and Lord, Inc. 
and Paul Rudolph, Architects, for 
Arts and Humanities Building, 
Southeastern Massachusetts Uni- 
versity, North Dartmouth, Massa- 
chusetts; Desmond and Lord, Inc., 
Architects, Boston, for the Eliza- 
beth Pole Elementary School, 
Taunton, Massachusetts; and Pierce 
and Pierce, Architects, Boston, for 
the Avco Everett Research Labora- 
tory in Everett, Massachusetts. 


And Benjamin Thompson & As- 
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Mr. Fowler's design achieves intimacy with the sea. 


sociates, Inc., retail store for De- 
sign Research International, Inc., 
Cambridge, Massachusetts; Perry, 
Dean & Stewart, Architects, Boston, 
for locker facility, Holderness 
School, New Hampshire; Stull As- 
sociates, Inc., Architects, Boston, 
for Boston Infill Housing Program; 
and Markis, Nocka, Payette & As- 
sociates, Inc., Architects, Boston, for 
Doctors’ Office Building, Emerson 
Hospital, Concord, Massachusetts. 


Jury members were Henry N. 
Cobb, AIA, I. M. Pei and Partners, 
New York; John M. Johansen, 
FAIA, New York; David A. Crane, 
AIA, David A, Crane and Asso- 
ciates, Architects, Philadelphia; and 
Prof, Felix Drury, Yale University, 
New Haven. 


The program committee con- 
sisted of Howard A. Patterson, Jr., 
chairman, The SMS Partnership/ 
Architects, Stamford; Frederick L. 
Day, Jr., Carl Koch and Associates, 
Inc. Architects, Boston; and Gridley 
Barrows, Alonzo J. Harriman As- 
sociates, Inc., Auburn, Maine. 


Joint Regional Conference 


Presentation of honor awards 
was one of the features of the first 
joint regional conference of archi- 


tects in New York and New Eng- 
land States. The theme of the 


meeting, Architect "70, stressed 
architects’ responsibilities in de- 
veloping technology within a 


dramatically changing society — 
and helping to decrease the rate of 
environmental deterioration. 


Among those from Connecticut 
who attended the four-day confer- 
ence at Monticello, New York, Oc- 
tober 19-22, were Hugh McK. 
Jones, Jr., FAIA, who takes office 
as NERCAIA director in January; 
Joseph Stein, FAIA, president of 
the Connecticut Society of Archi- 
tects; Harvey M. White, AIA, vice 
president of the CSA; Robert H. 
Mutrux, AIA, secretary of CSA and 
liaison officer for the conference; 
Carrell S. McNulty, Jr., ATA, di- 
rector and past president of CSA; 
Howard Patterson, AIA, chairman 
of the NERCAIA honors awards 
program; Carl Blanchard, Jr., 
FAIA; Walter F. Greene, Jr., AIA, 
treasurer of CSA; Peter H. Borge- 
meister, executive director of CSA; 
and Athailya Peggy Hall, execu- 
tive secretary of both CSA and 
NERCAIA. Also present were Mrs. 
Hugh McK. Jones, Jr., Mrs. Harvey 
M. White, Mrs. Robert H. Mutrux, 
and Mrs. Carl Blanchard, Jr. C 
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In recent years industry has at- 
tempted often to present new man- 
ufacturing plants which look like 
libraries, schools, country clubs, or 


almost anything but what they are. 

Not so with the new factory 
and executive offices of the Hard- 
ware Division of Emhart Corpora- 
tion in New Britain. This adminis- 
tration and manufacturing complex 


Entrance to Emhart's Hardware Division Plant. 


was designed to be pleasing 
esthetically and complimentary to 
the environment, and to show that 
no disguise is necessary to make 
it acceptable to the community. 
The delta-shaped plant results 
from use of a total interdiscipli- 
nary approach by Ford, Bacon & 
Davis, Inc., New York consulting 
engineers, and Embhart specialists, 


collaborating with Jeter and Cook, 
Architects, of Hartford. 

The new plant replaces opera- 
tions in the old style, mill building 
complex in New Britain. The out- 
dated facilities contained 1.5 mil- 
lion square feet of floor space in 
multi-storied buildings at three 
separate locations on a combined 
total of twenty-two acres of land. 
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The new 880,000 square foot Ber- 
lin plant (740,000 square feet of 
ground floor space and 140,000 


square feet of basement, platform, 
and second floor space) utilizes 


modern design and current state- 
of - the - art materials handling 
equipment and systems to take 
care of increasing sales and pro- 
duction volumes expected through 
1975. 

Initial Studies 

The project began with a study 
by FB&D engineers of existing op- 
erations and facilities in New Brit- 
ain, and an analysis of manufactur- 
ing costs. In-depth studies were 
made to determine if it was more 
feasible to modernize and expand 
the existing facilities or build a new 
plant. The conclusion was that a 
new plant would provide the Em- 
hart Corporation with a more effi- 
cient operation, and it would pro- 
vide also the flexibility required for 
future expansion. 

Emhart then selected people 
from its Hardware Division to work 
full time with the consultants and 
architects under the direction of 
Archie Williams, Emhart’s corpo- 
rate vice president of industrial en- 
gineering, and E. A. Durand, in- 
dustrial systems specialist of FB&D. 

The buildings were planned by 


Ford, Bacon & Davis, and the Hart- 
ford architectural firm of Jeter and 
Cook was retained to ensure that 
the exteriors of the plants would 
be esthetically sound and harmo- 
nize with the surrounding areas. 

The goal was a custom-tailored 
structure at minimum cost which 
would provide the enclosure and 
utilities required to manufacture 
small units for present and future 
markets — with enough flexibility of 
architectural design to provide for 
any reasonable changes indicated 
for the manufacturing process. 


Light and shadows add to interest. 


Basic Layouts 

The layouts and arrangements 
called for a building containing 
about 800,000 square feet of space. 
A basic ground rule called for free 
and smooth transport of materials 
throughout the building. It was 
determined that the executive and 
administrative offices should be 
centrally located between the pri- 
mary and finishing building in or- 
der to provide for proper control. 
Further advantage was seen in 
having the service area located near 
the foundry to take advantage of 


Employee parking is conveniently located. 
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Protection from weather is main entrance feature. 


the short distances generated utili- 
ties would have to travel. 

General block layouts were made 
to arrive at space arrangements and 
define the basic dimensions of the 
buildings. This was followed by a 
study to ascertain how the complex 
could be best situated on the site. 
Site contours included a large hill 
on the east side of the property, 
and essential to the manufacturing 


processes was the ground level 


Ground floor plan. 
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flow of all materials. To overcome 
the site condition, the complex was 
“bent” around the hill, using a two- 
story office structure as the center 
point of the bend. Had the plant 
layout been established rigidly with 
the buildings strung in a straight 
line and consistent level, the cost 
of removing this hill would have 
been excessive. 
Access and Controls 

The delta-shaped building ar- 


§ 
| 


ARINA AREA 


rangement permitted better control 
of manpower. Office personnel en- 
ter the building by way of a sec- 
ond-floor office entrance from park- 
ing areas located to the east. Man- 
ufacturing personnel enter on the 
first floor level from parking facili- 
ties located to the west. This ar- 
rangement permitted the addition 
of an interior courtyard which is 
visible from the second floor office 
and first floor cafeteria. In the 
court area, six small man-made hills 
with rambling pathways to the en- 
trance doors were provided. Simple 
landscaping included grass and tree 
planting, adding to the pleasant 
atmosphere of the interior court. 
Factory employees entering the 
plant pass the security control office 
which was located centrally at the 
west side of the office structure at 
the first floor level. From this point, 
employees fan out southward to 
the primary ahd foundry areas and 
northward to the finishing building. 
Television monitors in the security 
office give surveillance of all critical 
points around the building, with 
controls for all gate openings in the 
shipping and receiving areas. 
Smoke detection, door monitors, 
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and service equipment alarms are 
connected to the security office con- 
sole. 

Aided by a computer for quick 
determination of structural costs, 
the project team selected forty-by- 
forty-foot bay spacing. Smaller bay 
spacings, although slightly more 
economical, would decrease flexi- 
bility for future changes in indus- 
trial methods —a prime considera- 
tion in the final choice of all ma- 
terials and utilities. 


Reinforced concrete spread foot- 
ings and groove beams were select- 
ed for the foundation system. 

For advantages of lower initial 
costs, ease and speed of erection 
(even during inclement weather), 
and adaptability to roof openings, 
a metal roof deck system was 
chosen. A one inch thick rigid type 
insulation board was used to cover 
the metal deck, and a twenty-year 
smooth felt roofing was selected as 
the water barrier. 


ABOVE: Reception room is comfortably simple. BELOW: Ground 
floor office plan which appears in smaller scale to the left. 
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Material storage loads, equip- 
ment loads, and borings of the un- 
derlying soil indicated a seven-inch- 
thick unreinforced concrete floor 
slab was suitable. For hardness and 
wearability, trap rock was applied 
to its upper surface at the rate of 
one pound per square foot. In areas 
where the floor slabs required sur- 
face protection against acid and 
chemical spillage, an epoxy coating 
was applied. 

Durability and Esthetics 

In selecting exterior wall mate- 
rials, masonry was a must for the 
lower section of the manufacturing 
areas because of its durability un- 
der rough usage. Concrete block 
construction with painted finish 
was selected, again for cost and re- 
sistance to rough use. For the up- 
per portion of the exterior walls of 
the manufacturing buildings, a 
baked enamel insulated aluminum 
siding provided a maintenance-free 
cover with insulating qualities that 
met the needs of the heating and 
ventilating system. 

To provide visual interest, the 
lower section of the exterior build- 
ing column was exposed. This 
broke up the elevations into twen- 
ty-foot panels and also provided an 
overhanging shade line at the point 
where the upper metal siding met 
the concrete block. For further in- 
terest, the concrete blocks were 
stack bonded and manufactured 
with reveals that provide a vertical 
shadow effect. The thin vertical 
lines of the corrugated metal sid- 
ing, the exposed columns, the sha- 
dow lines of the overhang at the 
top of the concrete block, and the 
vertical reveals in the concrete 
block all blended for a pleasing 
and interesting exterior. 

Lighting, Heating, Air Conditioning 

To satisfy the needs of em- 
ployees, eliminate a possible feel- 
ing of isolation, and still cut down 
on initial and maintenance costs, it 
was decided to provide fixed sash 
at forty-foot intervals around the 
perimeters of the buildings. These 
were placed in the concrete block, 
and their heads were protected by 
the overhanging metal siding. 
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ABOVE: Directors’ 
room is tastefully ap- 
pointed. LEFT: Typical 
office carries out 
warm and simple de- 
cor. BELOW: Em- 
ployees' cafeteria 
looks out on court- 
yard. 


Power for the electrical and light- 
ing systems was designed to adapt 
to additions and changes in the 
manufacturing process that could 
be anticipated. Bus ducts were 
sized and located to provide for 
maximum flexibility. Strip-type flu- 
orescent fixtures were used to light 
the manufacturing area, and this 
was enhanced by the light color of 
the metal decking. 

The first floor of the office sec- 
tion includes the cafeteria, guard 
area, employment offices, access be- 
tween the factory areas, and meet- 
ing and lecture rooms. Both floors 
are air conditioned. 

To complement this two-story 
structure, an applied matrix over 
concrete block was used over the 
exterior walls. Glass in the win- 
dows was tinted to cut down on 
heat gains, and window frames 
were Ceco-Clad to reduce mainte- 
nance costs. The window frames 
were set as far back from the exte- 
rior as possible to provide a pleas- 
ing shadow effect. 

Flexibility in office arrangements 
was mandatory, and a five foot 
square ceiling and floor module met 
these requirements. Economic stud- 
ies made by the architects and en- 
gineers showed that a V-type ceil- 
ing could be used, It met the mod- 
ule conditions and also combined 
the lighting, heating, and air condi- 
tioning systems into one unit. 

The space between the ceiling 
and roof deck was used as a plenum 
chamber for the air conditioning 
system, and openings in the ceiling 
tiles permitted the tempered air 
to cool the office space. The light- 
ing fixtures were recessed in the V 
of the ceiling, diffusing the light so 
that at desk level it is even and 
void of shadows. Permanently lo- 
cated air diffusers are not required 
for this system, and rearrangement 
of the office partitions means a sim- 
ple adjustment. To provide for ad- 
ditional flexibility in positioning of 
partitions, a one-foot-square module 
floor tile was selected, which lines 
up with the ceiling pattern. 

Two fifty-million Btu per hour 


Please turn to page 22 
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The Connecticut State Capitol: A Second Look 


Scorned, rejected, and dispar- 
aged for almost a century, the 
Connecticut State Capitol has vir- 
tually declared its critics irrele- 
vant. 

Though some deem it unworthy, 
by sheer recognition and warm 
association it remains the most im- 
portant and favored historic build- 
ing in the state. Though today 
some find it functionally obsolete, 
it triumphs yet as the proposed cen- 
terpiece of a growing state office 
complex. Though it is ornamented 
in a despised, reactionary, so-called 
Gothic style, in its sheer visual 
brilliance it beggars the modem 
styles that have sought to bury it. 
It is a building that defies its crit- 
ics and cries for a new evaluation. 
I believe it has much to teach us 
about lasting architectural values. 


Years of Disapproval 


Over the ninety-two years since 
Richard Upjohn created this struc- 


David Basch, AIA 


ture, a parade of critics have 
voiced disapproval according to 
the changing canons of architec- 
tural criticism. When the Gothic 
was in vogue, the purity of the 
Capitol’s style—a mongrel if ever 
there was one — was attacked. 
When in a short time the Gothic 
style was in retreat against the 
Renaissance revival in a changing 
tide of eclectic fashion, the Capi- 
tol again suffered along with its 
purer peers. With the ascendancy 
of modern architecture, historic 
revivalism itself was dealt a death 
blow, and once more the Capital 
was in disfavor. In our day, these 
negative judgments yet stand. 
Burchard and Brown call it “a cre- 
ation of Upjohn’s dotage.” And 
Henry Russel Hitchcock succinctly 
summarizes the accumulation of 


past judgments in one sentence: 
The Capitol is “singularly vulgar 
and stylistically ambiguous.” If 
that judgment is correct, it must 


point to a particularly decadent 
past era when in 1885 a poll of 75 
distinguished architects placed the 
Capitol number six on a list of the 
ten best American buildings, The 
contrast with today’s judgment 
could not be sharper. 

But the verdict of history is in- 
complete as yet. The Capitol, hav- 
ing survived its critics, remains to be 
reckoned with as a living presence. 
To those who find in this structure 
a building of warmth and loveli- 
ness, the 1885 poll brings confir- 
mation and must challenge the pre- 
vailing view of our own day. The 
Capitol remains far too rich and 
exciting an experience to be writ- 
ten off as “vulgar and stylistically 
ambiguous.” This is strong and dis- 
paraging language for so joyful a 
thing. It is a language quite inade- 
quate as a measure of things seen. 
Style is Description 


Examine, for example, the 
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phrase “ambiguous style.” As a 
critical remark, it lacks substance. 
Style itself simply refers to the 
family resemblances among works 
of art. Each age produces certain 
technological breakthroughs, func- 
tional needs, and taste preferences 


that result in works that share 
common design characteristics 
which we call style. The concept 
of style provided for the art his- 
torian a useful means of descrip- 
tion. He could refer to a building 
as being typical or atypical of its 
period. In addition, style served 
him as a useful tool for the analy- 
sis of the forces that shaped de- 
sign. But since it was merely a 
description, the concept of style 
alone could not serve as a standard 
of value. 

True, the Capitol is “stylistically 
ambiguous.” It does not conven- 
iently fall into any of the tradi- 
tional styles. Upjohn's original de- 
sign, featuring a Gothic clock- 
tower, could have been identified 
as a Victorian Gothic structure. 
However, the tower was disap- 
proved in favor of the present 
dome because most state capitols 
as well as the nation’s capitol had 
such a dome. The final design 
wedded what was essentially a 
Renaissance dome to a Gothic 
base. In this sense the style of the 
building was impure or “ambigu- 
ous.” But as we have seen, this 
fact is only a description. It does 
not settle any question of architec- 
tural value. The true question is 
whether the result had its own 
praiseworthy characteristics. 

Hitchcock’s 
question is apparently that the 
building is “singularly vulgar.” 
Now what specifically could he 
mean by that? Could he mean 
that its design was too run of the 
mill? Had it been cheapened by 
the substitution of a dome in the 
final design? Neither of these is 
true. 


answer to such a 


The design itself is far from 
pedestrian. Lovely repeating arch- 
es, ornate dormers, and pinnacles 
are skillfully blended. The ideal of 
architecture, wherein the art of the 
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sculptor has been integrated with 
that of the architect, has been 
achieved in the bas-relief and 
statuary that enrich the whole. 
What is more, the present robust 
dome when compared to the origi- 
nal puny clocktower, far from 
ruining the design, gives to the 
appearance considerable dramatic 
power as evident today in Hart- 
ford’s vistas. So well prized was 
the dome that, by 1890, no less 
than eight copies were made 
throughout the country. One copy 
— the main building at the Uni- 


versity of Missouri — still stands 
today. 
Was Hitchcock perhaps dis- 


paraging the bright gold of the 
dome or the colorful interior? I 
find that the gold has been har- 
monized within the total design so 
so that it does not appear as a 
foreign, intrudingelement. Perhaps 
the dark interior coloration can be 
somewhat questioned but not seri- 
ously when one considers its cere- 
monial functions. And when one 
adds the buildings superb site 
overlooking Bushnell Park, its ex- 
uberance, its ordered and unified 
composition — the opposite of the 
chaotic sights common today — 
you have anything but vulgarity. 
Fortunately, the capitol remains, 
and these are facts that can be 


judged by direct observation. 

Had critical comment over the 
years been kinder, perhaps greater 
interest might have been given to 
developing a more integrated and 
harmonious setting for this build- 
ing, especially to the west where 
it abuts the State Armory and a 
highway exit. But all of these cor- 
rections can be accomplished in 
time to the satisfaction of these 
who yearn for landscapes of grace 
and beauty. 

Timeless Value 

The State Capitol is the product 
of an age that regarded human 
visual experience as the essence of 
the art of architecture. As such, 
the architects of its day could 
rank it high. A century of criticism 
has obscured this role. Today, non- 
visual philosophies of architecture 
compete for ascendancy. These 
answer to the complexities of mod- 
ern building functions, cost ac- 
counting, and mass production 
technology. They do not, however, 
answer to the need for compelling 
visual objects within our cities 
that invite eyes to see and hearts 
to feel. The State Capitol reawak- 
ens for us these lasting values. [7] 


Editor’ Note; An earlier issue of Con- 
necticut Architect (Vol. 3, No. 1, Janu- 
ary-February 1967) contained a_ brief 
story about Connecticut’s Capitol. 


Old engraving of Connecticut's Capitol showing clock tower before it was 


changed to present dome. 


Illustration is from Connecticut Historical Society 


collection showing Geo. D. Bartlett's advertising card. 


"THE New Star 


rig recht 


E Hoversdiry s 


CONNECTICUT ARCHITECT 


“CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut Architect won top 
honors at the 1970 publications 
competition conducted by The 
American Institute of Architects, 
held in Washington November 16- 
17 in conjunction with the annual 
editors’ conference. 


The competition is open to all 
magazines published by chapter, 
section, state or regional organiza- 
tions of the AIA, and there are cur- 
rently over twenty-five such publi- 
cations. A separate competition is 
held for newsletters published by 
AIA components, also. 


This year’s award jury members 
were William M. Dikis, AIA, of 
Des Moines, Iowa; Miss Jeanne 
Davern, architectural writer of 
New York City; Paul Grotz, AIA, 
managing editor of Architectural 
Forum, New York City; and Pres- 
ton Stevens, Jr., AIA, of Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


In choosing Connecticut Archi- 
tect for the honor award, the jury 
commented: “It was judged to have 
excellent, inviting covers and a con- 
tent well designed to provide iden- 
tity and continuity, Subject matter 
is always of high quality. It has an 
interesting variety of readable ma- 
terial and not a collection of mis- 
cellaneous filler items. It is not a 
spectacular magazine; rather it is 
tasteful, simple, and legible. It is en- 
hanced by good quality printing.” 


ARCHITECT” EARNS TOP AWARD 


The American Institute of Architects 


presents this 


Honor Award 


Connecticut Architect 
Best AIA Component Magazine in 1970 


as judged at the 1970 AIA Components’ Conference 


in Washington, D.C. 


November 16, 1970 7 


Ralph T. Rowland, AIA, chair- 
man of Connecticut Architects edi- 
torial board and the only member 
of the board to have served con- 
tinuously since the magazine was 
established six years ago, accepted 
the award certificate from Joseph 
Stein, FAIA, president of the Con- 
necticut Society of Architects, ATA, 
at CSA’s November meeting in 
New Haven. 

“This recognition our publication 
has received testifies to the stead- 
fast effort of the publishers and 


the members of the Society to pre- 
sent a straightforward and continu- 
ing story of good architecture in 
Connecticut and good architecture 
by Connecticut architects,” Mr. 
Rowland said. 

In addition to the honor award 
given to Connecticut Architect, 
awards of merit were presented to 
The Kentucky Architect and North 
Carolina Architect. Special com- 
mendations went to The Louisiana 
Architect, New Mexico Architect, 
and Potomac Valley Architect. ( 
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General Contractors 


The George C. Field Company 


Madison, Connecticut 
Specializing in fine residential 
construction for architects 
245-2020 


Founded 1897 
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GOVERNOR’S COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 


Dr. James G. Horsfall, chairman 
of the Governors Committee on 
Environmental Policy, has issued 
a report of recommended action 
to protect Connecticut's environ- 
ment following a six-month study 
by his 150-member citizens com- 
mittee. 

The committee drew up sixty 
proposals covering state and local 
planning and zoning, population, 
economic development, transporta- 
tion, open space and conservation, 
education, and research. 


“The study shattered any com- 
placency that I might have had left. 
No question. Society faces some harsh 
and uncomfortable decisions if we are 
to continue to live a comfortable life. 


“We thought we had repealed some 
laws of Nature but we had not. We 
thought that man had been ensconced 
in a soft warm spot in the heart of 
nature, but he had not. 


“We thought we could continue in- 
definitely to throw noise and noxious 
gases into the air, refuse into the 
water, garbage into the soil. We 
thought that Nature would enfold 
them, purify them, and return them 
to us. Not so any longer. Nature 
has done all she can for us, It is our 
next move. 


“We must reduce the pressure on 
Nature. We must move as rapidly as 
we can to adjust our output of filth 
and corruption to fit the purifying 
capacity of Nature. There are really 
only four fundamental options: (1) ad- 


just the size of the population down, 
(2) pass laws to force the reduction 
of filth output, (3) educate people to 
the harsh facts of the case, and (4) 
develop new technology to help Na- 
ture recycle the wastes or reduce the 
output of present technology. 


“The towering American ethic must 
be rephrased from ‘If you are not 
growing you are dying’ to ‘If you are 
growing, you could be dying.’ Nature 
is telling us harshly that geometric 
growth is simply not tolerable in a 
finite environment.” 


Among the recommendations is 
one calling for the creation by the 
Connecticut General Assembly of a 
council on environmental policy 
which would be charged with the 
responsibility of focusing continu- 
ing attention on environmental 
considerations. 


In calling for a new environ- 
mental policy, the committee states 
that all practicable means and 
measures should be used to foster 
and promote the general welfare; 
to create and maintain conditions 
under which man can exist in pro- 
ductive harmony with nature; to 
protect the cleanliness of air, land 
and water; and to protect the nat- 
ural, scenic, historic, pastoral, and 
aesthetic qualities of the Connec- 
ticut urban, suburban, and rural 
environment for the benefit of this 
and future generations. 


CALL BRIDGEPORT 


334-4177 


555 GRANT ST. e BRIDGEPORT 


COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 


CONTRACTORS e BUILDERS 


Wesleyan University - Science Center 
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On the subject of population 
control, the committee recom- 
mended the drafting of legislation 
to modernize laws to permit con- 
traception, family planning, abor- 
tion, and legal sterilization. 


Among the eight proposals cov- 
ering the field of transportation, 
the committee recommended an- 
nual inspection of pollution con- 
trol devices on motor vehicles and 
that vehicles manufactured prior 
to January 1, 1968 be equipped 
with such devices. 


The committee made nineteen 
proposals in the field of planning 
and zoning including a request for 
legislation prohibiting outdoor dis- 
plays within visual range of state 
and federal highways. 


It also recommended that eco- 
nomic development efforts be 
aimed primarily at attracting pro- 
totype research or service indus- 
tries requiring smaller labor forces 
and the training of Connecticut 
residents in skills for these in- 
dustries. 


The report said that to achieve 
a cleaner environment it will be 
necessary to apply science and 
technology, to educate people to an 
environmental literacy, to restrict 
by law the use of the environment, 
and to reduce the growth of 
population. 


Commenting on the report, Gov- 
ernor John Dempsey said that the 
efforts of the committee resulted in 
“incisive, comprehensive, and real- 
istically practical” proposals for 
action. 


“I cannot emphasize too strongly 
that every citizen should recognize 
that he must make similar contri- 
bution by his personal efforts. He 
should try to improve his immedi- 
ate surroundings and to understand 
and cooperate in common efforts 
to fight all forms of pollution and 
environmental degradation,” Gov- 
ernor Dempsey said. o 
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Test cells for largest jet engines, Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, Middletown. 
Paving materials, Angelo Tomasso, Inc. 

Concrete, Sherman-Tomasso Concrete, Inc. 

Architect: Charles DuBose 


From a series of original sketches by John Wedda, commissioned by Angelo Tomasso, Inc. and Sherman-Tomasso Concrete, Inc. 


This outstanding example of contemporary Connecticut 
architecture makes substantial, effective use of Angelo 
Tomasso, Inc. paving materials and Sherman-Tomasso Con- 
crete, Inc. central mix concrete. Architects know they can 
depend on the strength, durability and attractiveness of these 
versatile products for a wide variety of construction 
purposes. 


Angelo Tomasso, Inc. Sherman-Tomasso Concrete, Inc. 
New Britain, Connecticut 06050 223-3651 
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Geniuses* 
Continued from page 6 

Who directed the two-way traf- 
fic up that cliff where even the 
healthiest tourist, with no 
impediments than a camera and 


more 


two rolls of film, winds up com- 
pletely out of breath? And who 
took Ictinus’ plan of a platform 
the size of four professional bas- 
ketball courts and located the 
fifty-six column centers? Who set 
the prefinished 
posed the rough 


bases, superim- 


intermediate 


drums, placed the top section with 


closed cell foam 


TIBBALS FLOORING COMPANY 
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New Foam-Cushioned Parquet for Sound Control 


7/16" x 12” x 12” Solid Hardwood parquet panels. 
laminated as shown in lower photograph. 
Moisture cured urethane finish 


a scaffold forty feet 
proved by the 
height of 


high (ap- 
building code) 
which the 


workmen could give the columns 


along the 


their final perfect shape? With 
what tools, what lunch breaks, 
what overtime pay, what fringe 


benefits, what withholding taxes? 
Certainly not Ictinus, nor Calli- 
crates either. And yet the extra- 
ordinary job did get done! 

Who was with the 
actual construction of Chartres, of 
Amiens, and of Rheims? Not the 
peasants who, regardless of their 


charged 


1/8” thick 


Use handy coupon for details. 


i TIBBALS FLOORING COMPANY 

| Eastern Sales Office 

| P. O. Box 127 

I Danbury, Connecticut 06810 

| PLEASE SEND LITERATURE 
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putative piety couldn't tell an 
ogive from a baguette. Nor the 


nobles either, who according to 
Abbot Haimon of Normandy 
“bound bridles upon their necks 


and submitted themselves to the 
wagons which they dragged... . 
to build the necessary ... . things 
to build the churches.” 

And not the architects Pierre de 
Montereau, Villard de Honnecourt, 
Guillaume de Sens, or Gaucher de 
Rheims who all, according to Henri 
Daniel-Rops “traditionally 
gloves to protect their hands from 
the lime . . . .” And it was not the 
guilds either, but here I will give 
you a clue. The man in charge 
was undoubtedly a highly placed 
Guild member, and whatever he 
was called in the thirteenth, the 
first, or the fourth century B.C., 
today he is known, in a massive 
misplacement of anonymity, as the 
Super. 


wore 


This unsung genius in overalls 
has been charged with the actual 
“building” of buildings since the 
beginning of architecture, and 
without him the brilliant pageant 
of temples, theaters, cathedrals, 
palaces, and skyscrapers would be 
nothing more than a procession of 
huts of wattle and mud. 

The Stiles and Morse Dormi- 
tories in New Haven were de- 
signed by Eero Saarinen, and the 
prestigious E and F Construction 
Company was the general contrac- 
tor. But the 260 days of gestation 
were attended by Louis Suza. The 
Campus Center at Fairfield Uni- 
versity would never have been 
built except for Bill Pivoroto, who 
was gifted with a remarkable 
ability to deal simultaneously with 
the intricacies of form, the vagaries 
of time and weather, and the idio- 
syncracies of myriad personalities. 

Minoru Yamasaki’s name will be 
associated with the World Trade 
Center in the headlines, but with- 
out a legion of foremen led by the 
‘Super’, the Empire State would 
still be America’s tallest structure. 

In future millenia, when arche- 
ologists dig into the rubble of our 
remains and marvel at our ability 
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to erect towers of glass that don't 
crack and to hide steel inside our 
concrete to make it more resistant 
to the wrecking ball, perhaps 
someone who appreciates the facts 
as well as the romance of archi- 
tecture will decipher the names of 
Danny Pica, Ed Seychek, Bob 
Roth, Sid Carlsen, and hundreds 
of other superb Supers in the fine 
print of architecture’s legacy. 
Though their likenesses may not 
be recognized in the news photos 
because on the day of dedication 
they made the mistake of wearing 
business suits, they were there. But 
when that $140,000 crane got 
stuck the day the steel arrived, and 
when the temperature fell twenty 
degrees just as the foundations 
were poured, and while the archi- 
tect was enriching his vocabulary 
in foreign climes and four-star 
restaurants, the Super was either 
in the construction shanty or out 
on the job. And the buildings are 
there today to prove it. m 


*Any resemblance to persons, liv- 
ing or dead, is purely intentional. 


Bridgeport Chairmen 


David G. Crego, president of the 
Bridgeport Association of Archi- 
tects, recently announced the ap- 
pointment of chairmen of the 
group's committees. They are Jack 
H. Schecter, planning; Ralph T. 
Rowland, by-laws; Carl Young, 
construction and codes; Zane Yost, 
design; Michael J. Girardi, mem- 
bership; John W. Handy, profes- 
sional practices; and Victor D. 
Lewis, Jr., program. m 

At the group's most recent meet- 
ing, Dr. Carl Carlossi, project di- 
rector for Research, Planning and 
Design Associates of Amherst, 
Massachusetts, was the speaker. 
The firm is currently engaged in 
updating the comprehensive plan 
for the Town of Fairfield. m 


Architectural Books 

Early American architectural 
books on 35mm microfilm will in- 
clude complete copies of all sig- 
nificant editions of books listed in 
Henry Russel Hitchcock's definitive 


tural Books Published in America 
Before 1895 (Minneapolis: Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Press (revised 
edition) 1962). 

The books are a record of the 
artistic, cultural, social, technical, 
and economic development of the 
young American republic as seen 
through the records of its archi- 
tects and builders. Information 
about the project can be obtained 
from Research Publications, Inc., 
Box 3903, Amity Station, New 
Haven 06525. ii 
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THE 


ELECTRIC OPERATORS 
AND RADIO CONTROLS 


OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY, INC. 


391 BOSTON POST ROAD ORANGE, CONN. 


49 years of DOORability 


R.H.M. bibliography, American Architec- 


DESIGNING A HOTEL OR MOTEL? 


Today’s hotels and motels must offer a wide range 
of facilities for conventions, exhibits, seminars, 
sales meetings and social events. All of these 
special services have their own unique communi- 
cations requirements. Voice, data, video and other 
sophisticated systems are routinely used by pro- 
gressive innkeepers. 


Riser conduit systems, underfloor distribution 
systems, switchboards and apparatus closets 
must be planned early. Expensive rearrangements 
and unsightly exposed wiring can be avoided 
later on. 


That's where our BUILDING INDUSTRY CON- 
SULTANT comes in. Call him while your plans are 
still on the drawing board. He knows communi- 
cations and he knows how to work with people 
who build. You add him to your team without cost 
or obligation. Just dial 1-800-922-2953, toll free 
from anywhere in Connecticut. 


@) Southem New England Telephone 
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NOISE CONTROL 
ON-SITE TESTING TO 
ASTM STANDARDS 
Party Walls 
Floor/Ceilings 
Doors 
WHEREVER ACOUSTIC 
PRIVACY IS A MUST 


HAROLD R. MULL 
& ASSOCIATES 
Consultants in Acoustics 
Wilton, Conn. 
762-8393 


LEFT: Emhart Hardware Division courtyard. RIGHT: Functional factory interior. 


Hardware Continued from page 14 

automatically controlled water gen- 
erators were installed for process 
heating and for heating and air con- 
ditioning, with nitrogen pressurized 
boilers. Provisions were made to 
install precipitators for air pollution 
control. The high temperature 
water system was selected for initial 
cost and operating economy, ease 
of installation, and inherent capa- 
bility of responding to rapid varia- 


NORTH HAVEN 
The Frankson Fence Co. 
451 State St. 

Tel. 288-2588 


WESTPORT 
Westport Fence Co. 
1545 East State St. 

Tel. 227-5282 


WATERBURY | 
Perfection Fence Co. 
1327 Meriden Rd, 
Tel. 755-6172 


NEW LONDON 
Guardco 
Enterprise 2588 or 

New Haven 248-8464 
datare 
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tions in heating demands. High 
temperature water is converted to 
low pressure steam for process use 
and in absorption refrigeration near 
areas of maximum steam use. 


Employee Comfort 

Toilet facilities and locker rooms 
for the manufacturing areas proved 
a challenge. Code requirements for 
the numbers of employees demand- 
ed 15,000 square feet of area for 
each of these facilities. Placing 
these 15,000 square feet on the 
ground floor level and making it 
readily accessible to all employees 
could interfere with materials and 
traffic flows. The problem was 
solved with installation of these 
facilities underground, providing 
unobstructed ground-level area, 

For access with minimum dis- 
tance, the women’s rest room and 
locker areas were run parallel to 
the men’s in a long, narrow arrange- 
ment. This permitted access via 
ramps from the employees en- 
trance. The underground atmos- 
phere was counteracted by install- 
ing color coded lockers and color 
schemes for walls, floors, and ceil- 
ings. To prevent mildew, all the 
lockers were connected to a central 
mechanical exhaust system. 

The end result of this project was 
the completion of a building whose 
architectural features make it an 
asset to the community. Because of 
complete coordination between the 
various technical disciplines, a 
completely integrated unit provides 
the client with efficient opera- 
tions. imi 
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Better for Owners 
Better for Tenants 
Better for You, Too 


We are at your service. Kindly phone. 


NEW ENGLAND'S FOREMOST 
INDEPENDENT FUEL COMPANY 


900 Chapel Street, New Haven, Conn. 06510 
Phone: 787-2175 
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* CORBIN 


Finish Hardware 


e HUFCOR 
Folding Partitions 


* INLAND/MILCOR 


Access Doors, Roof Hatches 


* PEELLE 
Shutters, Pass Windows 


e STEELCRAFT 


Hollow Metal Doors and 
Frames 


Specialists in materials of building construc- 
tion, technical consultants representing leading 
manufacturers of quality building products. 
Members of the National Builders Hardware 
Association, and the American Society of 
Architectural Hardware Consultants. 


BIDWEL 
HARDWARE co. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06101 
527-6443 


Address Changes 


When you change your 
address, advise Connecticut 
Architect promptly to ensure 
receiving all copies of the 
magazine. Please give your 
former address and new ad- 
dress, including zip code. 
Send this information to: Cir- 
culation Department, CON- 
NECTICUT ARCHITECT, 
Box U, Guilford, Connecti- 
cut 06437, 


Conservation Program 

“The preservation of historic 
and natural terrain features in Con- 
necticut has been a concern of the 
Connecticut Department of Trans- 
portation, Bureau of Highways, 
ever since conservation considera- 
tions were first taken into account 
as far back as the 1920s,” accord- 
ing to a statement issued recently 
by a departmental spokesman. 

Mrs. Lucille M. Fox of Rocky 
Hill is the department’s liaison offi- 
cer for conservation and preserva- 
tion. Mrs. Fox has accomplished a 
number of notable results in the in- 
terests of Connecticut’s heritage 
because of her broad concept of 
the highway bureau’s operations 
and the essential role of coordinat- 
ing progress, history, and preserva- 
tion of the environment. 

She recently arranged for the 
sale of the historic Batchelder 
house in Wilton for one dollar to 
the Wilton Historical Society. 
Highway routings in other cases 
have been altered, access to state 
property arranged, and buildings 
delivered to public and private 
foundations. 

In August 1959, it will be re- 
called, the Highway Bureau sold 
the old Goodspeed Opera House to 
a private foundation for one dollar. 
In addition, the state spent $10,000 
to repair the structure before de- 
livery of the property to its new 
owners. 

The New Fairfield Historical So- 
ciety, striving to preserve an old 
one-room schoolhouse as a mu- 
seum, requested the bureau to re- 
move the building from Route 39 
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right-of-way or permit access to 
the right-of-way. Indications now 
are that the right of access to the 
old schoolhouse will be available 
through an entry on Margerie 
Drive. 

More recently Mrs. Fox arranged 
the series of studies and meetings 
which resulted in the preservation 
of the “Sheraton Maples” in Nor- 
wich. 

Mrs. Fox, highway district engi- 
neers, and others such as Attorney 
John D. McDowell of Farmington, 
have drawn up specifications for 
replacement of highway marker 
stones. The old markers were pro- 
vided for by the Enabling Act of 
1767 of the Colonial General Court 
in its order that “milestones, at 
least two feet high, be set up by 
the Selectmen of the Towns and on 
the Post Roads in every County 
marking the distance to the Coun- 
ty line.” 

Most of the old markers were 
native red sandstone which was 
readily available and easy to in- 
scribe. Mrs. Fox and bureau offi- 
cials have agreed on grey and pink 
granite as the most practical ma- 
terial for replacement milestones. 
Norwich, the first of four state 
highway districts to complete its 
inventory of milestones, is the first 
to embark on the replacement pro- 
gram. In this area, 168 stones will 
be replaced and the first 45 of these 
have been delivered to the high- 
way bureau. 

Mrs. Fox’s office reports that the 
program is being extended into the 
other three highway districts so 
this bit of early Americana in Con- 
necticut can be preserved. 


Office Move 

The Office of Bruce Porter Ar- 
neill, Architect has moved to a 
new location in LoRicco Towers, 
216 Crown Street, New Haven. 


Comore Net? 


PIPE MARKERS 


GUARANTEED TO STAY ON! No 
No surface preparation needed. Meet ASA Standards. 
Fasten securely without adhesive. 
e © © FREE SAMPLE — REQUEST FORM 840CA e è è 
Exclusively from Seton 
SETON NAME PLATE CORP. 
592 Boulevard, New Haven, Conn., 06505 (203) 772-2520 
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Contemporary 
on the outside... 


downright 
futuristic 
on the inside... 


Architects: The Partnership of Lyons-Mather-Lechner. 
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The Southern Connecticut Gas Company’s 
headquarters building in Bridgeport features a total 
gas energy system which is completely independent 
of any outside source of electric energy! 


vanm 


ra VR aOR AT 


4 
í 
4 
J 

(l 
le 


Total gas energy means GAS and only GAS packages of the future. Nationwide, there are 
supplies a// the energy. In this new 32,000 square already over four hundred such installations in 
foot sales and executive office center, four shopping centers, motels, schools, post offices, 
GAS internal combustion engines generate and apartment and office buildings, factories, hospitals 
supply all the electricity for the entire structure. and universities. 
While the engines drive a generator to produce We don’t have to tell you natural gas is more 
electricity, exhaust heat from the engines is recov- dependable because it's piped safe and sound 
ered to heat and cool the building and provide from underground. We probably don’t even have 
domestic hot water — a real bonus when it comes to tell you that natural gas is a non-pollutant, clean 
to operating costs. burning fuel. But what you may not know is thata 
Installations like this provide proof that total total gas energy system is a very real practicality 
gas energy systems are likely to be the mass energy today. We'll be happy to give you more information. 
Greenwich Gas Company Connecticut Natural Gas Corporation Southern Connecticut Gas Company 
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INDUSTRIAL 
SITES 
AVAILABLE 


ABUTTING BRADLEY 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


2 Acre, 5 Acre 
and 
10 Acre Parcels 


FOR SALE, LEASE 
OR WILL BUILD TO SUIT 


on Town Paved Roads with 

Sanitary Sewers, Fire Lines, 
Hydrants, City Gas Lines 
and City Street Lights 


For Further Information Call 


RONCARI INDUSTRIES 


East Granby 653-2524 
Hartford 527-1825 


or Your Own Broker 
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Teamwork 

“Engineers, architects, and other 
design professionals working as a 
team, drawing on talents of many 
professions and many disciplines, 
can design highways, housing, 
rapid transit, and other complexes 
to meet area-wide objectives. The 
single-purpose, single client project 
is by now often obsolete,” it was 
stated recently by William L. Slay- 
ton, chief executive officer of The 
American Institute of Architects. 
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Visit our 
ARCHITECTS’ 
SAMPLE ROOM 


Just off Routes 91 and 5 on 
Old Depot Hill Road, Ware- 


house Point. 


“BRICK CENTER” 


HTFD. 527-8851 


OFFICE FURNITURE 


The most complete collection of fine wood office furniture. 


Modern, contemporary and traditional styling. 


280 Park Road 
West Hartford 


232-8825 


900 Chapel Street 
New Haven 
562-8622 


Board Member 

David Basch, 
AIA, has been 
made a member 
of the editorial 
board of Con- 
necticut Archi- 
tect, it was an- 
nounced recent- 
ly by Ralph T. 
Rowland, chair- 
man. 

In 1966, Mr. 
Basch was ap- 
pointed Director of Planning and 
Development for the State Colleges 
of Connecticut, a position he still 
holds. Previously he was associat- 
ed with several architects and plan- 
ning firms in New York and 


David Basch 


Boston. 
A native of New York City, Mr. 
Basch received his architectural 


education at the Cooper Union in 
New York and the University of 
California at Berkeley where he 
earned his bachelor of architecture 
degree in 1961. In 1966, he re- 
ceived a masters’ degree in city 
planning at Harvard University. 

Since March 1969, Mr. Basch has 
written a Sunday column, Archi- 
tect’s Notebook, for the Hartford 
Courant. 

He has contributed an article 
about Connecticut’s State Capitol 
which appears on page 15 of this 
issue of Connecticut Architect. 

Mr. Basch is a resident of West 
Hartford where he lives with his 
wife, Jacquelin, and two-year-old 
daughter, Deborah. 


Steel Awards 

Architects entering the 1970-71 
Design in Steel Award Program 
have until January 29, 1971 to file 
entries. 

Judges will include Robert F. 
Hastings and George T. Rockrise, 
president and vice president of The 
American Institute of Architects, 
and Charles Burchard, president of 
the Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Architecture. 

Details of the program are avail- 
able from Design in Steel Award 
Program, 201 East 42nd Street, 
New York, 10017. 
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The Acousti-Seal 301 is more versatile. 
Individual panels can be combined in an almost un- 
limited variety of room arrangements. The single 
panels slide along a ceiling-mounted track, even 
making RIGHT ANGLE TURNS. 


The Acousti-Seal is easier to operate. 
The panels are LIGHTWEIGHT and can be moved 
effortlessly. Flat, steel discs glide along the steel track 
on friction-free, laminated Teflon* pads. No elabor- 
ate switches or heavy structural headers are needed. 


Photo showing exclusive 
right angle turn capabili- 
ties of Acousti-Seal 301. 


the 
cAcousti-Seal 301 


*TEDLAR and TEFLON are DuPONT registered trademarks. 


The Acousti-Seal is adaptable. 
The simple, low-profile track can be readily inter- 
grated into modular ceiling systems and will dimen- 
sionally accomodate all standard ceiling tiles and 
fixtures. 


Your local Modernfold distributor. 


Willco Sales & Service 
580 State Street Ext. 
Fairfield, Conn. 06430 
Phone: 203+ 366-3895 


Box 310 
New Castle, Indiana 47362 


Open Space 

Architects from eighteen coun- 
tries probed urban man’s need for 
open space at a late September 
conference of the Union Interna- 
tionale des Architectes in Wash- 
ington. 

Among the speakers was Charles 
DuBose, FAIA, Hartford architect, 
past president of the Connecticut 
Society of Architects, and United 
States member of the UIA Town 
Planning Commission. In his com- 
ments, Mr. DuBose said: “There 
is a global trend to metropolitani- 


zation of population . . . 
a new level of open space design. 


requiring 


Open space in cities is becoming 
too precious for casual approach.” 

Mr. DuBose also pointed out 
that “architects as members of the 
urban development team must in- 
sist that the spaces between build- 
ings be designed with the same 
care as the spaces within buildings, 
for it is only through the exercise 
of the designers’ ability to human- 
ize space that the city will be a 
truly fit habitat for man.” go 


Communications in Connecticut 


TEL-RAD REPRESENTS THESE MANUFACTURERS: 


WEBSTER-ELECTRIC 


PROVIDING SYSTEMS FOR: Hospital Nurse Call Signal e 
Automatic Dial Telephone « 
Church, Auditorium and Stadium 
Sound Reinforcement + 


Business, Industrial and 
School Programming 
and Communication « 


TEL-RAD c. 


Est. 1946 


ALTEC LANSING 


3M MUSIC SOUNDSCRIBER 


24 Hour Police and Fire 
Telephone Monitor 
Recorders e 


Write or call Tel-Rad today 
for full information. 


Sales, installation and service throughout Connecticut. Ž E pre 


4% 
TEL-RAD, INCORPORATED, 592 New Park Avenue, Hartford, Conn. 06110, Phone 236-2388 


SPECIFY 


COLOR-SEAL 


COPELAND 


Com PAN YW, 


WILLOW STREET 


CHESHIRE, CONNECTICUT 


Tennite J16- 


BLACKTOP SEALER 
FOR PARKING AREAS AND DRIVEWAYS 


latexite 


COLOR-FAST ACRYLIC RESIN COLORED SEALERS 
FOR PLAY AREAS 


For low-budget jobs where pavement is not sub- 
ject to oil and fuel drippings, specify low-cost 


FREE Parking Lot Templates save you time in 
preparing plans. Call or write for yours today. 


INC. 


Telephone 
272-3221 


GEORGE N. TOLMAN, JR. 
ARCHITECTURAL BRICK CO. 


SHOW ROOM AND OFFICE 


417 Washington Avenue 
North Haven, Connecticut 06473 
Phone — New Haven 
Hartford Office 


Library President 

Thomas Hume, AIA, a principal 
of Norton and Hume Architects 
Corporation, Stamford, was elected 
president of the board of trustees 
of the Ferguson Library in that 
city. 

In accepting the office Mr. Hume 
said that “architects have valuable 
qualifications to bring to their 
communities and should welcome 
opportunities to serve.” He is also 
a member of the board and past 
president of Family and Children’s 
Services, on advisory committees of 
YMCA and Junior League, and a 
former member of committee on 
training and employment of the 
O.E.O. CAP Agency, United Fund, 
and Community Council, all in 
Stamford. (7 


Safety Glasses 

The Connecticut Optometric So- 
ciety reminds all state residents 
that effective January 1, 1971, Con- 
necticut legislation requires that 
all eyeglass lenses be impact re- 
sistant and all frames be flame 
resistant to minimize eye injuries. 
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239-1529 
688-3735 
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Golf Course 
The Heritage Woods eighteen- 
hole championship golf course 
in Avon-Farmington has opened 
for play according to Desmond 
Muirhead, golf course architect 
and planning consultant. Heritage 
Woods is a $50 million, 350-acre 
project with eleven hundred homes 
clustered around the course, 

Working with Desmond Muir- 
head, Inc., was Warren Callister of 
Tiburon, California, the project 
architect. Paparazzo Brothers of 
Southbury are the owners and de- 
velopers. 

Reported to be “the first high- 
density golf course ever designed 
on the human scale, the homes are 
individual units built on the scale 
of a single dwelling, not high rise 
apartments or strung-out condo- 
minium units.” 

The location for the community 
was a steep site covered with 
hardwood and pines and with a 
brook running through the prop- 
erty. The designers established the 
club house site and road pattern 
in coordination with the fairways 
to develop the best home site clus- 
ters. The brook was enlarged to 
make a lake system which is used 
for home frontage and for hazards 
on the course. 

“This is is a top class, champion- 
ship course with some fine holes. 
On numbers four, six, eight, nine, 
thirteen, fifteen, seventeen and 
eighteen in particular, the land 
conformation made for exception- 
ally dramatic golf holes,” Muir- 
head said. oO 
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PVC* Steel Reinforced 
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Call for Information 


*Poly Vinyl Chloride 
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DON’T GAMBLE WITH TOTAL 
COSTS OR RELIABILITY... 


HEATING + HOT WATER + AIR CONDITIONING 
and TOTAL ENERGY 


THE PROVEN FUEL 
FOR 


8 OUT OF 10 BUILDINGS 


OIL FUEL INSTITUTE OF CONNECTICUT 


119 ANN STREET e HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


THE ASSOCIATED SHEET METAL, ROOFING AND INSULATING CONTRACTORS 


NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 


WINDSOR CONNECTICUT TELEPHONE 680 965! 


R. & S. Contractors, Inc 
410 S. Main St, Waterbury 
Reliable Roofing & Sheet Metal Co 
2965 Berlin Turnpike, Newington 
Shelton Rooting Co. 
50 E. Main St, Ansonia 
Sound Reduction Corp 
Bidwell Rd., Box 158, S Windsor 
Southern NE Roofing Co 
Box 1772, Hartford 
Sterling Blower Corp 
Box 415, Hartford 
Tarco, Inc 
618 Capitol Ave. Hartford 


Potter & Carner, Inc. 


Eagle Sheet Metal Works 

110 Reed Ave. West Hartford 
H R. Hillery Co 

Box 186, Groton 
Industrial Sheet Metal Works 

140 Boston Post Road, Orange 
Limbach Company 

9 Goodman Place, Bloomfield 
Liner-Atwill Co 

729 N. Mountain Rd, Newington 
Ernest Peterson, Inc. 

1830 Broad St, Hartford 


CAHN ENGINEERS, Inc. 


Consulting Engineers 
Site Planners 


Acme Rooting & Sheet Metal Co 
52 John St. East Hartford 
American Sheet Metal Works 
280 Brookside Ave. Waterbury 
C G Bostwick Co 
41 Francis Ave, Harttord 
Bristol Sheet Metal Works 
7 Carlton St, Wallingford 
Capito! Ventilating Co 
195 Maxim Road, Hartford 
G R Cummings Co 
198.210 State St. Meriden 
Dansky's Roofing & Sheet Metal Works Portland Roofing Co 
22 Raymond Road, West Hartford Lake St, Portland 
Joseph H. Day Company 


New Britain 
225-2000 


New Haven 
772-2000 


HUBBARD, LAWLESS & 
OSBORNE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


110 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, Connecticut 06510 


Mechanical & Electrical 
Engineers 


A COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SERVICE FOR ARCHITECTS 
AND BUILDERS 


on location photography, exte- 
riors and interiors 


large color murals at little cost 


black and white enlargements 
up to 20 feet 


color slides and transparencies 


JACK STOCK STUDIOS 
734-6296 


Derby, Conn. 


Yale Docent 

Janet Saleh Dickson, former 
school-museum coordinator of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art to the 
New York City Board of Educa- 
tion, has been appointed to head 
the education office of the Yale Art 
Gallery in New Haven as docent. 

Miss Dickson succeeds A. Eliza- 
beth Chase who held the post at 
Yale for thirty-nine years and who 
retired earlier this year. She will 
be responsible for the gallery’s 
yearly schedule of free public lec- 
tures, slide shows, school visits, and 
teacher-education programs. Miss 
Dickson also hopes to make the 
gallery a “place where everyone 
may go, a ‘favorite’ place, rather 
than a remote cloister.” 
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16 Honey St., Milford 


84 Wellington St, Hartford 


Women in Construction 
The National Association of 


Women in Construction has estab- 
lished its first national executive 
office at 1000 Vermont Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. Estab- 
lished in 1955, the organization has 
grown to a membership of five 
thousand women. 

The Hartford chapter of Women 
in Construction recently selected 
Mrs. Edemay LaPointe, secretary 
to David Butts & Associates, Bris- 
tol, as WIC of the year. Mrs. La- 
Pointe, a resident of Farmington, 
is the state chapter president and 
regional chairman of the national 
group's planning committee. go 


Award Winner 
Victor H. Bisharat, Stamford 


architect, was one of eleven na- 
tional winners in the 1970 Portland 
Cement Association awards pro- 
gram “for distinguished architec- 
tural design in white cement con- 
crete completed during 1969.” Mr. 
Bisharat’s award winning structure 
is the corporate headquarters of 
The Flintkote Company in White 
Plains, New York. 
Plastic Buildings 

All-plastic houses and construc- 
tion materials for low-cost, quickly 
built living units will be discussed 
at a two-day seminar, February 
22-23, 1971, at Polytechnic Insti- 
tute of Brooklyn. Chairman of the 
seminar is Professor Paul Bruins of 
the Institute, 333 Jay Street, Brook- 
lyn, New York, 11201. 
Art Exhibit 

The Benton collection of Ameri- 
can art will be at Wadsworth Athe- 
neum, Hartford to January 3. [J 
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Architects often 
need specific 
information about 
electric company 
rates or policies. 


The Answer Man has it. 


IMA 
MNM 


There may be times when you'll want specific 
information about electric company rates or 
policies. Or there may be occasions when it 
would be to your advantage to draw on our 
memory bank .. . the accumulated experience of 
long-time specialists in electrical applications. 


That's the time to have a session with the Answer 
Man — your electric company representative. 
Electrical applications are his business. (And, as 
you know, they can contribute substantially to 
making the buildings you design more 

attractive, more functional, and more economical 
to build and operate.) If he doesn’t have the 
information you need, he'll get it for you... fast 


To take advantage of this personal service, talk 
with the Answer man. Call your local electric 
company office. 
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